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FREFACB 

H£, who (in any Station, of Life) depends oh 
the Publicky cannot pay too great O; De^ 
ference or Regard to 'etm 'tis bishierejtand 
ms Duty ^from'uohicb Motit^e alone y tbefuhvHnz 
Letters are fubmitted to the, Pericfdl of tm 
TSumane; the Senjible^ the Candid^ and Imfar-^ 
tial. The unhappy injured Perjbn nffbo wrote *en^^ 
hopes, they mil be regarded as an opening only^ to 
a Cafe to bepubliftfd at a convenient Opportunity \, 
'wherein, 'tts poffible, it will be made appear, -^-^ 
'however great a Maris Injuries,-"^ however ag^ 
gravating the Circumjiances,''^ it may riot ah- 
yuays prove the higbeft Prudence to ^xpeB'Repa^ 
ration frbfn Law, fince, however excelleiif ibt 
Laws may be, however worthy and upright fbie^ 
^■^^— — J hoivever mdile and learfied the""- — -^- 5 nay 
^0* tf— -— ^ Jhoula be wholly unbiased, or unp^e^ 

What Defence can tbere^ be againft 




Mnjli^gled Treachery,' and a cloje laid Conf^l-^ 
racyY * A Semi of Uohich^ tan be proved to bow 



^ _ , , , ._ _ p 

i^een dSledy: f^- mg tinf^ (parttcularlf by ; « 
:Set- of ^the ^fi^ unworthy^' ut^rafefuf Ptopk^ 
'' " a 2 that 



ii The P R E F A C E. 

ihatxv£r any one^ by Marriage^ ivas unfcrtu-' 
nately allfd to) againji a Marty whofe grcffeji 
GrtmeSy perbapSy^ will appear to have beeriy Cre- 
dulity y Indifcretioriy and a too forgiving Temper. 
It may not be improper to premife the ReaderSy 
there is not a Jingle iPa^hintid aty in thefe Let- 
terSy that many living JVitneJJ'es do not know to 
be, Truth: And^as to the Marriage Articles 
mentioned in 'em y on their bfing ex a mind by 
iable Lawyer Sy they lappear-d io ie not worth one 
Shilling to the fVifey thd they were drawn by a 
J^erfony cbofe by her. own Family y whofe Trouble 
the ifusiand oandfomely rewarded: The Hus- 
band has for rid. to take any bad Advantage of 
[e^my tho* 'tif evident ^ they were never defignd in 
m^ favour. ... 

. The VerdiSly in a pafi Trial y is not complain- 
ed ,of 'y 'twas all the -Money too much for the 
"Woman, and more, than the Husband ever Je^ 
fifd to receivcy thd not equaly perhaps (as fonie 
May think) to the Damages and Injuries the Re-r 
JationSy the Friendsy the Childreny and the Cre^ 
jditors of that Husband may have fuftained by 
she Caufe of Trial Had the Husbands Vieivs 
bein mercenary y there are many Men of Honour 
living who knoWy a private Compofition was 
frequently proposdy and as conjlantfy rejeSied, 
in a proper Manner. The Readers are left to 
make their own Remarks on the following Epi^ 
files^- ^ndpnly entreated to confider^ the different 
Ssmes\and Seafins- they were wrote in-, as well 
yfis iq allow for tie Jigitatiorii of the. Authors 

difir4i^U Mindy and ihen^ {)f~/Q^^^>^^j/^ 
^^ - petid 
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The PREFACE. iii 

pend their final Judgment 'till the whole is 
impartially ftatedy and fiibmitted to 'em. And 
Jhould it appear^ creditable Witnejfes are livings 
whoy if call* dy would have confronted tbeGuil-- 
tjy and confuted many falfey fcandalous and vile 
AJertionSy made to the Prejudice of ihe Plain--' 
ttffi What , can be faid ? or what may not be 
thought ?, As the Author of thefe is well known 
and ready y on Occafiony to appear (and as they 
contain I'ruth alone) 'tis left to the Confideration 
of the impartial Reader what Sort ofCountenancey 
or Beliejy ought to be given to any LibelSy publijh^ 
ed as pretended AnfwerSy Jhould any fuch appear^ 
{as has been too frequently y and bafely praSlisd 
againji many) difperid by unknown Hands. 
Should the Husbandy in Timey recover hif 
Senfes enoughy even tofmile at the romantic Stuff 
and fublime Nonfenfiy he'y in his Extravagance 
i^ frantic PaJ^n may (when wandring Abroad) 
have nxfrote*^tothe Wife at Home j — nayy Jhould 
bey hereaftery endeavour to divert Others with 
what may^ have made him too long feriouSy 'tis 
hop'dy 'twill not be imputed to himy as any 
Breach of good Manner Sy or Morality : If there 
are any fuch fever Cy grave Thinkers, he humify 
begs Leave to fay to 'em, (with the philofophical 
Satirift) 

Ridentem dicere Verum quis vetat? 

But to detain the Readers no longef^ the follow^ 
ing Pages are left to their Cen/ure or Ap^ 
probation, with this Intimation alone, — No^ 

thing 



Jv The P R E F A C E'. 

iBir^ ^t the laji fJeceJjity /hoiild ba'^^e occajurii 
thefrinting of -what w&s meant for a frivata 
P^'ajel only. They were not^ • 'wh^ -wrete^ 
dej^rid ^fdr fublick P'ieWy fcc. but flowd 
'jrpm tbe'Weaknefi of bis blind Infatuation and 
faffionate 'laaanded He^rf, -whofe coohr judgment 
now convinces' bini, tke-PetJohstbiy are addrfjed 
'io,"'^fef:jv'd not a\^r^le Line/rem him. 
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1-ETTER 1. 

A hitter from the Huiband to the U^ife (once 
thought virtuous) left for her in her Servant*-s 
Handi the Day hejore the Husband 'went 
Abroad^ which was on Sunday April the 
i6th, 1738, Jhe having confeffedher have for 
another. 

My X>earefi Sulanna Maria, 

10 T Strength dfCOoftitution, Spirits, 
E Refblution, Reafon, or all I can call 
I to my Affiftance, will, I find, pre- 
■ vent n:iy having s violentPit of .111- 
nefii which increafes daily : If God pleafes tcJ 
difmils me this Life, it will be an Ad of Mers- 
ey. My Heart trembles, my Senfes iiaggef, 
what a State of De^r! I ow'n the Hind of 
Providence and fubmit to, its etetnal Jufticej 
my Condition is greatljr, terrible: My own 
Faults glare upon me, and Self c6n«ided I 
QWD; I ought to fufier tnuch, yet, iur6, mine 
is the heavieft Calamity that evef 6 hu* 

man Nature':' Hovv vairi, vreregjl^i t, tq 

exprefi -it in Words : "Tis no^ fo ^bc ^'d j 

'lis (^ly to be .'felt, and fek ' fey . me i 

■ B ^ vyliertf 



[2] 

Where is the Religion, where the unfpotted 
Truth, the whitened Itinocence; ' that once 
fhone out, fo brightly, in a certain Mind ? All 
loft ! I hope not irrecoverably loft, in violent 
Paffions and wild Notions, that impofe upon 
the Underftanding, and mislead the Mind be- 
nighted, 'till the Day may ^ break and waken 
us, from cheating Dreams, to Certainty of 
Pain. 

• 

I have broke ofF. to adctr^f? the Almighty 
with a truly penitent, contrite Heart,, with bit- 
ter Tears, unfeign'd Sorrow : Do . ybu join in 
the Prayer; humbly implore thiat great divine 
Inftrudor, to illuminate your Mind, * fo waken 
a Senfe of Truth, and convince, that without 
fuch Afliftance, our own Reafon is too weak 
to let us know when we err, ,Tbe. Indulr 
gence of ftrong Paflions will never |)enDit lis to 
judge ' candidly. , How -neceflary i^ it to beg 
Grace of the divirie Power j to do it; fervcntlir 
an'd unfeignediy, 'tis the only true Check on 
our wrong Thoughts, that otnerwife lead us t6 
wropg^. A<Ef ions ; . one brings on another, 'tH 
impoffible to avoid it, if i^ot timdly ftopp*dl 
How difmal are my, Nights? How miferiablfe 
tay ^Days? Qh^ Child, be cautious, left, too late, 
yo\i own with me, 'tis a bitter aggravating Cir- 
cuihftance'of Sorrow,' to be doflfcious, our 
I^QTTfcsVmay,' in-.fbm^ Meiafurehaye defervld it! 
iVTaY'the Juil, the Vall-graciou8 .tj6% hear, 'and 
^/'f^' ^^iOieW ^^ncc 1 was laaWieiL' th&t J 
heVer thoughVpf any one, ' v^itK tJii^^ideas of 
Love^ "hilt my ovi^n dear Wife ; *v^h(iin now I 

love 



en 

love- trith all Ihe Eftcem^ Tenclcrnefs, c^i^i^l 
AfEedion, I' and; fond Concern, that ever pof- 
ie&'d the: Breaft of Man, as a Husband or 
tover: No .Parcmt, not even a Mother^ can 
more fondly^dotc on her only new-born Child. 
That I :hare,bfcen heretdibre negligent of n y 
Pcrfon, my 'ITortune, and Chara&er, with 
Shame and Sorrow,.! own; and God/6nly. 
knows how-ternble my Punifhrne^nt! He far- 
ther knows, and may his ^.gracicms unbounded 
Mercy flxengthen my: Mind to an honefl: Re- 
foiution^ Hc' aJLfo jknows, 1 fay^ hQw d^iijous 
I . am 'of beijag juft for the Time tO; Conine. 
FJL not incoumgc the leaft contrary Thoijght, 
nor onut::ought tnav lead tee to that H^p 
pine&. [May my Crimes be pardon'd, as J par«- 
don all committed towards; me. Would: the 
ipdulgent On>nipotent recall the dear v^a^der- 
log Heart, whofe^Lofs L mourn with Agoqy; 
be Withefe God, .with what a Rapture my 
Heart would; open, to receive the Blefliog; 
and never j in 'a (ingle Thought, would, dare 
to reprove, or cliide, the too dear Frail Qne : 
Heaven grant: this/ or J anJ loft for ever. 

. My Heart's- Fondling, n>y >deai«ft Molly ^ 
you. m?y have the fole Ptjffeflion, and full. 
Command, o£ the Heart. §f a 'Husband that. 
heats to. yon alooe^i t^at wifties, the^'^vitaL 
Blood may no longer, w^rn) it,, than while' it 
flows for J yon, . Take. Jix&fnple of Heaven,: 
and d^iHpt. away the Tears of Penitende:. 
I have :beeai highly itQQLblaine, ; and Xas tr:uly 
rjepent^'JiwiU erf nqjiRQrs. I) liere^give, up- 

: /. ' B 2 ^ all 
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alVV^fc^s of iiie Blegfows, ill Varikici what*;- 
focver 5 r wilMive V45iy near, th$t:l .rnzjtt^. 
cover my Cipcuiififlanccs, I giire ' up : eceiry 
TWngj but y&at Ihant 5 let me recover thai^ 
Ti^ftme, ^d J fhatt repine a^t nothing; mjr: 
Heart Will be (i^sii^ted in Extaf^, wHil^ I caa' 
fee^ yow Countcnaiwd finile, and ,we^ tb<? 
Looks of iroixiifll Aflfediok. , ^^^ ' . ■ 

Rsttft-ri mA&f^ttkt/^ia^ thcMaft Mifery ;' 
i«y Sfenfes win oettakily be loft, i£ «ot, my. 
Lrtb,^n)fe^ thte hapbensi : Human Naoirc can*t 
fepport' if -teng. Sure you will, ycik will.re*^ 
tUfii'V I muft not 'fapp6fe you could bear:ta^ 
thintc, you v^ere unhappily the Cattfeof imy 
unftihiefy End^ and th^eby hazard ?my: SoulV 
eternal Reft : Ail flLlght of Command I chaise 
Vo Imreaty, and fondly imjA:)re this) of you.* 
No Indulgence (hail equal mine, and: thioik,' 
how glorious the Triumph will be, when Hd** 
rtjaftity and Virtue conquer unwarrantable Pal^ 
fiojife:; it is'the greateft Progrefs wecan mate 
towards reaching divine PeifeiSion ; ^Such a: 
Victory is -a notoler Inftance ofa ^eat Mind? 
than can be given by thofe who never had 
Struggle-; On one Side, appears Comfcrt and 
e-ve^lafting ^Happineis, -warranted, ahd'protGdS:-^; 
ed, by the Laws of God and Mai\': On ihe- 
othef-, I daa liot paint' it, the Pfta^ed is too 
ihdehcate, for me, to ihew you, and too terrible 
for us both td k>ok; ku I muft, tho* with, 
a bleeding Heart, iay fofljerhinjg, . th6' vcrj^ 
poorly, cscpreffive 4^ the Truth ;« U it not for- 
the pre&nt Indulg^m^'of unjuftijgatdeJPa^ioqv 
- ' , and 
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and deceiviog Plcafiuie? ;' IsMt nor hfoardirig up. 
of peirpctuai Mifcrits to comp,? Minds may' 
change ! Refentments xmy awak« 1 ijD&rc&fn. 
Revolations osay happen, rand.Sfaamcjand Scbra 
enfiieJ Truth willcohqucr iill. Ydu/arc bighu 
in the Efteem of the Bell 5 lofc k nAt fohGodV 
Sake: Think of your Days of iimoandc mid* 
Delight; atvakc ,the Mtrhbry }o( thoft Jkgrs,- 
thofe pcmfck>u5 Joys, we haw Mndvm prebrn,» 
return entiro, and ^e;a j^r beyond ^crdd^l;^ 
crown the Evemi!ig of. oiy Jbs& widi tins: fik£. 
fingi and. have my Idernai Fmycts^ ^Experi-:^ 
ence witt teach us; Bread and Watery with* 
fpch RoA^dions, affon^ greater Delight thaa alt 
the nameleis Vanities that. Luxury^ m aH its 
deceitful Shapes, can give; fuch cannot. 'laft, 
and Miiery muft be the Confequence : Revive 
the Memory of your ovm dear Innocciicse; 
let not falfe Names cheat you to mifl^ke fome- 
thing for it that is not: it. Save n^y ^Life; 
ikve my Scml, and of a. miferable ObjeiStof 
Pe^air, make me the happieft of .Ment My 
Heart iprings at the Thought: But ah^l it 
finks again j and fwdls with throbbiug Grief, 
to think it i^ not fo : Yet let nk hope it tho'-^u*. 
If nothing but my ewrlafting Ruin can con-^ 
t^nt you, you may fooh enjoy the Sacrifice j 
but have moine Kegaid to yourfelf, your Rela- 
tions, jyour Friends, and the aching Heart of 
a forgi-tfibg; a rep^atant and truly affedionate 
Hushed : IThihk how you have been deUght^ 
ed to fee my Name joined thereto, and by 
bkBn^ .mCf btydnd Ei^fteSkn, renew thofe 

De- 



AwCkwgj yoilr.;Wfead wkh rude Image?,; ye^, 
Dtt^^ fCS^ppU; mci'.gentty to inform you^ in>tbp 
55^» J? \3rc»i /. ^r^ y ou arc trying to fte^ yqijir 
JH&^rtM$^Uift a fondj, tho' erring Hudjanidt 
bttf a Arujly ipeniiem one > 'tis driving from youf 
Mk^ aU ponjugal Adedions^ fetting at nought 
♦fee Jesce of 0\l ReJ^tionsf, all Friends, and 
llfqiling yourowa iet«:|i?.i^giet; 'tis teaching 
yOtirfelf a iftrang^ v^nhappry; LciTpn ^ 'tis plunge 
io^ Jrt. Guilt, MkyCvitioh; God I 'ti$feai{ing 
w**.jCoinfcktiQe,.:n9i^ft. dU the Galanptitjcs anji 
Wtfapp.QintnaefHs ypu ^yey ni^t : Examine . ypuf 
)Vlind and tell |n^ ; £>id there not appear grcs^ 
Splftce ; J&Qip ♦the .(^nfcjoafnefs, pf a ^§11 di^ 
pf!fei.:aod' !vr»rr^|abj[e Indin^tioni ar^d gavf 
x»foRc%i<>a ^ porpfpft, .V^t^ich rioug^t clie oztx 
•&!?fi6«i3atolL^ dp? J .b^ve been too well acy 
^ttaihtfld: VRith* ther Yiofcnce of fome Pa^ljpn^ 
and know hovJ^ m^ they blind purjl^foft/ 
But Truth will prevail at l^ft, .a^d when wj^ 
find that has not been our Guide,, how )3iackf 
ingour Conditipn ! Your trueft Friend tell^ you 
thist, whp )q«ipws it, by fad Exp^ience i profit 
by-tfee.E«ample: The Struggle will over pay 
ittfelf. Ah! my Life, J wifti not to cc^re thi 
Sftftnroclsribf your dear Mind with <^qEi'afi\5ej i 
I .wytddlpburthe.Balm of Comfort^; thq' | 
ami mentioning wbftt ij a Dagger Jn n^y.lfwrti 
\mt thy kind H^nd.caO remove iti aodl^jrjU 
draw a: Veil oyer jt^ that the Operwion waypoi 
tooDfttfcfugly apJaOi ryOB :LThin)c thifi -r~ J^A^i^Fi 
Hononrv; Vaty^yt^Vir t^« Tifs pf J^ieligiftn, Xit^f 
toep Tacuh)( 8i»l:Hm»inity^.pleid fxijH^Qhfflt^ 
:\..ii ^ ^ py 
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py Caufe; your not compfyirfg, ends an the 
Ruin of all ; it muft end in niine, and, which^ 
to me, appears ft ill worfe, I fear your own 
Deftrudlion. I here, in exprefs Terms, de- 
clare, what*s pals'd I forgive, and nothing, but, 
the Prevention of my future Eafe, (hall ever 
rouze a Thought of it in me j nor do 1 defire 
a better Security for, my Q^et, than your 
own Word: Be aflur'd, all unwarrantable Paf- 
fions are to be got the better of with much 
mofe Eafe, and lefs Time, than thofe which 
Virtue infpires, which Honour warrants, which 
"Truth demands, and which 'tis unjuft to waver 
in, but more heinous not to recover, to chcrifll 
iand fupport, Wifer Heads than mine, may 
drefs up other Sentiments in a more pleafing 
Garb; but T'itne alone wiU convince, there's 
nothing fo chaT;ming (however other Things 
may be artfully ^iguis'd) as iimple, naki^ 
TrcEth. I have bcgg'd of God, and I hope he 
has heard my Prayers, to enable me to {ap^ 
prcls all PafEon, but on? ; that one ought to 
be indulg'd, my Love I mean : Again I. re- 
peat it. ril (hew no Ill-Will or Refentment 

to any, no Thought, but what terminates in 
,an honeft Defire of n>aking my dear Wifp 
happy: Wife and Husband are the tendereft 
Names; dp not lofe all.Senfe of 'em. Re- 
trieve me from Perdition, my Heart*s Darlingj^ 
and be, in a true literal .Scnfe, my Giiardiaii 
^Angel Read this often,' confider it coplyj 
.and, thq^ ^ XQoderate Undeiilanding cpay ma)ce 
• mc. «prefs. tnyfelf but inclifferentfy, it ^eak^ 

C my 
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my Mind at leaft : Drive me not to Defpair ; 
infult not my breaking Heart ; but, my deareft 
Suckyy my deareft M?//y, my deareft Terefay 
Return to Truth, and blefs me 5 return to 

f 

Tour repentant y fondy forgivingy 
affeSiionatey tender y truly 
lovingy tho\ unhappy Husband, 

T. C. 



L E T T E R II. 

sA Letter from the Husband y in Town, to a 
Gentleman (once thought a Friend.) Deli- 
'ver'd into his own Hands, in the Countryy 
iy a Man Servant, the latter End of Auguft 
1738. 

Sir, 

TH O' the Occafion of my writing to you 
is the moft extraordinary that ever was, 
I fhall come to the Point without Ceremo- 
ny. A certain fine Lady [whofe Name I never, 
thoofe to mention again] will, by that Time 
you havfe this, receive a Letter, to inform her 
of my determined Refolution as to herfelf : 
Something remains to be laid to you, Sir. i 

muft 
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muft forget I ever look'd on you with a friend- 
ly Eye, or, as a Gentleman, whom, perhaps, 
I once greatly efteem'd, and thought myfelf 
honoured in Acquaintance : How , I ought to 
think of you, or a6l towards yoii now, Sir,- 
let your own Underftanding determine for me, 
in Spite of Prejudice to me, or your own Self- 
Love. I muft now change the Stile I have 
often talk'd to you in ; but I fliall be calm, 
tho' determinates and, as I fcorn to fpeak be- 
neath a Gentleman, you need not apprehend 
ought unfitting a Gentleman to hear. Refleft, 
Sir, how much Ruin I owe to the moft de- 
ceitful of Women : ' And what (hall I call you. 
Sir ? the moft artful of Men. Can you ha ve' fo 
ftrong a Senfe of Pride and Shame, as you 
fay you have, and not blufti, when you refleft 
how much you have made me the linhap- 
pieft of Men. You know you have; by 
my G — d you do : You have feen me finking 
under the moft calamitous heart-felt Anguifh 
and Agony ^ while I fmother'd Paflions in my 
iBreaft, that diforder'd my Senfes, and were 
near depriving me of Life: I blufti to think 
I have endur'd fo much. But nothing lefs'than 
Extreams could have cur'd me of that excef- 
five, that uncommon, I muft now add, ftiame- 
fiil Love, that I once had for the unworthieft 

pf Women. I cannot fay lefs of her, and 

fcorn to fay more. I own, I have often de- 
bated with myfelf, whether I ftiould not have 
deftroy'd you, her, and myfelf; I have had it 
in my PQWer;^ <;Quld I have reconciled my Mind 

Cz ^ to 
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to fo d^mn*d, fo execrable an Adion. I am 
not afham'd to avow, Sir, I believe in a God, 
and think Self-Murder the moft impudent 
Crime can be committed towards him; tho*^ 
I have had too many melancholy .Debates with 
itiyfelf thereon; Nay, I think it, indeed, in 
one Senfe, . a cowardly Ad : My farther 
Thoughts, on that Subjed:, I have- no need 
to explain now.--- As to her, I could not bear 
the Idea of hurting, what was once, too dear, 
too precious to me j* I will not fay now how 
much fo: Aqd for you, Sir, let me tell youj^ 
while I had the. leaft Interval of Reafon, \ 
Could not but fcorn a bafe, malicious Refent- 
ment, even to the Man who has depriv'd me 
of all I once thought valuable, I have had my 
Cure from her own fliagrant Behaviour; But 
I will not be fp meanly ungenerous, to fay all 
I think of her to you ; do you think of her 
Ingratitude (to fay the leaft) towards me, as a 
high Merit to you. If the ftrongeft Guilt can 
^eierve a favourable Thought, you owe it to 
her.— - Sir, I muft tell you. plainly, I know 
jiow, I believe, the whole. Progrefs of a de- 
tefted Affair, even from the Mafquerade and 
Chappel Meetings you had long fincej yes, 
Sir, and the dear Lady's beginning a literary 
Correfpondpnce, at a Time, when, I believe^ 
i may fafely call God to Witnefs, 1 had neve|^ 
iexcbang'd three Words with you j nay, bare- 
ly recollefted your Face, and fcarcely rememr 
bred your Name j (yoii muft know, and ought 
to owii ' this) \ th^nik the delicate Dame fot 
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the Commencement of our Acquaintance. I . 
am loft in Aftoniftiment when I recoiled, 
I have feen that innocent Face of her's, as 
it once appear'd to me, received (ay^ both of 
us received on a friendly Footing) in a fober 
Family of Diftinftion and Reputation, where 
there appear'd a . general Harmony of Love 
and Friendfliip; — She handfomely treated, 
by Gentlemen of Figure and Fortune, invited 
and carefs'd by Ladies of defervcd Relputa- 
tion : Placed by the Side of one, whom I 
ftiudder to think of, and will not be fo indeli- 
cate to dwell on 'cm in my Thought, leaft my 
Imagination fhould ftart ftrange Fancies. I 
fay, lam ftunn'd at the RecoUeftion 3 with 
what innocent Mirth (he there appear'd ; when, 
my God ! how fhockingly far gone was (he in 
Guilt, as her own Confeffions have fince re-t 
vcal'd to me; but from herfclf I could not 
have believ'd it: My Brain achs with the 
Thought. By all that's facred I then no 
more imagin'd her capable of what I have 
fince found, than I -thought Infants, at the 
Breaft, could lay Schemes of Mifchief j or, 
that Babes, in the Month, could blafpheme: 
So foolilhly was I loft, in a high Opinion of 
her, I never had the leaft Sulpicion of her 
being capable of an Error, even in Thought; 
*till a damn'd Letter I receiv'd, a confiderable 
Time after the Queen's Death, and even then, 
ilmggled to thimc favourably, 'till her own 
Mouth pronounced her Guilty. The Confe- 
guen(;e pf which, immniediatcly drove me 
• ' from 
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from England ^ and what cruel, {hocking, 
artful A4vantages were taken of my diftradted 
Mind, during my Abfence, as well as of my 
Weaknefs, Credulity and unhappy Circum- 
ijances 5 — When at Home, let them fay whofe 
Confcienccs can heft inform *em — But I have 
faid too much of you and her, tho' I may owe it 
to myfelf to fay a great deal more, (he's not worth 
\l now. Had I any Obligations to you. Sir, 
that I did not propofe returning in the flrongeft 
Manner? Were they not unexpeftedly thruft 
on me ? Did J ever feek for any ? If by any 
Accijdent it has not been immediately in my 
Power to difcharge 'em ; let me fay, 'twas 
a cruel artful Manner of deluding me, with 
what I ought (all Things confider'd) to call, 
fhe. Appearance of Obligations only : 'Tis plain 
ihey were meant to difarm me of that Re-r 
fentment.you were con^ious, I muft, fome 
TPimeor other waken to. Yet, fl:)e, flie, that 
flrange Woman, whom I cannot name, taught 
me to call you a Friend, and think you fuch j 
were you really one. Sir ^ Let me tell you, 
Sir, ,thofe in whom I thought I could place 
the higheft Confiderrce, have difappointed and 
betray'd me; where I centered my Hopes of 
'Happinefs, I have met with Shame, Ingratii- 
tude and Ruin. How very early Attempts 
were made againft my Peace of Mind, and 
all that's valuable to Man, is beft known ' to 
thofe who took ftrange Methods, cooly, and 
deliberately to plan my Deftrudlion : Tho' I 
fcorn (as I ha.ve tol(^. you.mor?. than one?) 

abafe. 



ti bafe, low, malicious, treachbroiis Revenge; 
yet, I am compeird to inform you, whatever 
Man ought to do, I dare do. Sir, let the Tridl 
come when it will : Tho' perhaps, 'tis fcarce 
Courage to fay (after being ftabb'd thro*^ the 
Heart) you are welcome to a fair Opportunity 
of (hooting me thro* the. Head, or running me 
thro' the Body j if your own Honour, your 
own Confcience, your own Underftanding 
di<5tate to you, more (hould be faid, or done!, 
by one in my tortur'd, unhappy Condition;, 
tiiink it faid already, and fave me the* Pain 
of repeating Words that bear a harfli Sound, 
to one whom Friendfliip, Refp'e<9: and gooA 
Will, have not permitted me to look on hate- 
fully ; tho' I am, thro' your Means, the moft 
undone of Mankind. I expeft, Sir, as you arc 
a Man of Honour, to have all my Letters re- 
turned me that I wrote to her ; fince, among 
other modeft Treatment of me, {he has hinted 
to me they were in fafe Hands : I may pardon 
her Breach of Duty in other Refpeds, and 
plead her unhappy Love, forfooth, (which I 
ought to laugh at now) but I never will for- 
give fuch an injurious, facrilegious Breach of 
Truft: I fhall lofe all Patience if L fay much 
more on't : I wont meanly imagine you could 
defire to have 'em, Sir. What, expofe the 
Letters of an injur'd, forgiving Husband ; 
wrote, when, God is Witnefe, he had not the 
right Ufe of his Senfes; Stupendious Impu- 
dence! Had an unhappy Man been afflifted 
.'with a Leprofy, and'in a delirious Fit of a 

Fever, 



Fever, danced * naked round his Chamber, 
Ihould a Wife, a Wife, Sir, dare to throw 
open the Door to expofe him ? Damn'd 
Thought! But not parallel to the expofing of 
Letters, full of the wild Ravings, and incohe- 
rent Starts of an unfortunate Madman. Sir, 
I muft require every Line of 'em from you : 
And may I never fee her Face again. I am not 
to dire£t yoii. Sir, how you are to behave to 
others, or ask you whom you may hurt befides 
myfeif J but I can't help iayirig, if {he has any 
'Spark, of Honour, Confcience, Honefty, or 
Modefty remaining, (he ought to retire from 
the World, contented with a very moderate 
Allowance, which I {hall be willing to contri- 
bute to, Sir, loaded, as I am, with Di{lre{Ies 
and Difficulties; and I {hall {till think ..worfe 
of her, than I have done, if {he takes any 
Advantage of her Power over you (I know {he 
has {hewn a great deal too much already) to 
drive you to ought that may prejudice you, 
or hurt fome Families, that good Manners and 
Humanity will not permit me to mention, or 
dwell one Moment longer on. Sir, as {he has 
chofe her Situation, when I, to the la{l Mo- 
ment, would have fav^'d her from the laft 
Ruin, I never more will exchange a Word 
with her. If you have ought, after thp Re- 
ceipt of this, to fay to me, Sir, I am to be 
found in Town, whither you can better af* 
.ford to come, than I to take a Journey into 
;thc Country | whieh, as I hav?, been exceeding 
ilL is aot altogether &> eaiy for me neither, 

tho' 



tho' I think it hig]ilyiippropier, \fe(hould CVef 
lUQre behold each qthef^ Mn}efs, it.jiV^re on an 
Affair of ,the laft Cor^feqit^noe,, Tbo* (he hai4 
Inapudence /and Folly cnpugh , to think, J 
.T^i^ppld confinije^ , op any Confideration of .Lux- 
ury, dr Vanity, to pUy . the rjidigulpus iij- 
famopsiPart of a feigi>cd Hi^shand; fure, no 
•Ma% in his 3enfes, thought I wouild/pr cpul4: 
If yqu:knpw fuch a one, Sir, tell /ertii J can 
.tq^ch ihyielf to thiok as cheaply, as badly of 
them, as they muft .of me. Favours, of aay 
Sort, I neither expe^, or w^nt^ or would re;- 
ceiyej I (hould. detail jhofe who could profier 
^m, as I fhould myfcjf to . accept 'em: And, 
without mincing the Matter, Sir, I muft tdl 
you, my Acquaintance with you has been the 
moft,expenfive of any I ever had, perhaps,; 
I mean fo in a literal Senfe, for I have ever 
been too apt to appear and aft above myfelf, 
both at Home and Abroad : And nev.er omitted, 
in every Refpeftj entertaining others in the 
Maimer I thought they deferv'd. I now will 
have done, and fubfcribe myfelf (as. you're « 
Gentleman) , 

tour humble- Servant. 



P.. 5. I have beqn in fame. Hurry of Bur 
finefs, and, perhaps^ my; Mind ,not a little 
l-ufEed; therefore, i:aniiot. yet iinifhiny other 
jMettor y, but I ihalL fend Jt. to, her as fooh a$ 
l^pfiifaki . On isccmd Thoughts^ .1 care ,noc 
i/..,.-i * D whe- 
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Xvhethcr I have my Letters or no, providcfd 
the Weakftefs I have (hewn' in 'eoij towards' a . 
namelefs Woman, is not believ'd ; Idt her ra- 
ther think it Artifice, or call it what (he will. 
I am not to learn your Spirit, and your Sen- 
timents of Pride and Honour, Sir, therefore 
\viU not doubt, but my Nime will never be 
mentioned by you. This is no Time for either 
of us to give or receive Compliments : Biit be 
stffUrM, from this Time, your Name, Sir^ will ne- 
ver be mentioned nwre by nie for my own Sake, 
and I wifli my own Name were chang'd, be- 
caufe ihe once bore it. Whatever others may 
-advife me to do, I have determin'd to ao: 
from myfelf 5 and I here tell you. Sir, the only 
Appearance of an Obligsition 1 will ever owe 
to you, (hall be your Adiilance) (and that at a 
a Diilance) to free me from what I fcorii to 
be link'd to. If it will be any additional Gra- 
tification to the Lady to have her Ho^and 
deftmy'd, don't fail to obey her Coinmands, 
Sir; for who can do too much to pleafe fiich 
a Dame ? But know, Sir, leaft you (houM ima- 
gine I would reap ought from her damn'd 
Folly, I here declare, I feek for nothing but 
to be free ; and fo farewel to her for ever. It 
is incumbent on me, to tell you. Sir, what 
Obligations (he may be under to you, by G— d 
I am an utter Stranger to, and wi(h for ever to 
continue fo. My laimblb Service to her, and 
I thank her and you for my Ruin, which I 
(hail rife above, when (he's repenting too late* 
She'll find me a fatal Prophet. When (he has 

- received 



.[ 19] 
received and read my Letters, I ftand prepared 
for all Events. As I have been her Slave to 
Extreams, let her not be furpriz'd that my 
jle&ntments rifes in Proportion, tho' the inic>- 
lent Fool has often dar'd to rouze my Anger to 
my Face; I fcorn'd the Violence (he would 
have provok'd me to, and could not forget I 
was a Man, tho' I had been excuiable not to have 
remetnbred fbe was a Woman. I ihall fay no* 
thing but Tmth in my Letters to her, tho' ex- 
ceeding fhort of wMt I know^ if Men of 
Honour are to be depended on, and far, far 
(hort of what (he has delerved. ^ I muft re« 
mind you^ . Sir, whatever Lye (J can't ufe a 
fofter^ Word) (he has taught herfelf to tell, or 
has Unpos'd on any one to believe, I kfiovr 
how to clear myfelf, in Spite of all her bafe 
Atteinpts. I infift on Jber Ear-Rings; I have 
been rQbb'd too much by her already. 

Letter III. 

m • 

^be foregoing XjCtter was inclofed iri tb^ foU 

lowing. 

Sir, 

TH E Inclos'd has been wrote a confider* 
able Time, and fent after you twice, 
when, by Accident, I heard you was in Town. 
I can but fmile to think you could fup- 
S. \\ . . . Da £ofe^ 



pofe, I ever'waAted t6 make any Advantagd^ 
of you' to your Prejudice-: Had that ever beeft 
^my Tliought, t might have proceedsd . v^ry 
-differently*--^ No, Sir' T wouid ftarve^ firft. 
'A DWtece, a thorough oAt,^ I- hate learnt, 
i$ not '{6 exccffively' expbhfive, as ;fome^ m^y 
liave imagin'd : I eipcd: that of' their Mbiwuf; 
who Oiighttbptt'ociuifeit; and' it itiaj^ -ble dorte 
withoiit^Prtj^diGe to afty, ^ or ufiftg Names 
that'irtiy- (hock ^ the IiirH)cteflt; *tii all' J want 
ill Liia of a lini Lady^, and her ' hiconu^^ 
whiciiy by 'tnf Meane, , may? yet bd^oo^/. ^a 
Y^af s but^ I would Beg fatha: thatt (kaWh 
tvithhfcr; rthink Mofiey, Dirt, Sir, • a* ikudh 
as any oneji and'hov^e\terinece{raty'an'A'rticld 
*rts in Life, I iioni to^ pick it otf Di:S6giiiltei 
I^ray, Sir, What Favorfi* do I owe yod, €*u 
cept-one paltry Debt, fdf whieh you had my 
Bond, and you know iioight have had ftrenger , 
Security ? Did I dream of it e'er 'twas prof- 
fer ^,---of -¥s^efe any d^mn'd Terow- -prepes^ 
No, by my G — d, Sir, you know the contra- 
ry. I am, Sifi jaafbeforPy . . 

• . ' . • • Tour^. 
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I Am ab0i«-ti \«^ite to,ydu f6r the Ikft Tlmt; 
confdqo^tly- may bei drawb iAtb a';l6n^ 
Lett^, as-^ii'pu^bife, hfever' tecire,- bdtrtencc,' 
io kt my Habd- <o ought bonceming ^6tir P 
mean, by thatvdiicc; when I tnay fign an Itt^ 
Arument. that^ttiay. feave^ you to 'all that .Liberty 
your own LioentlpuffteiS has n-^ade Choice of -,^- 
you know, foilic Tfima kgb^ I bid you prepare 
for a »det€rmitfd Sepamtion,^ which Refolmioit/ 
no Confequencd^upG^i Earth (hall ihake.-^ R^e-' 
in^niber 't\i ybfin owh ffek4ng — ^was'yoqr 
dwft Choice, ^tft a f imef ^hen- I- was running 
fiiftra£ted, and- breaking my Heart Abroad, 
for what Ifclttlli \o have ever fet fo much'Va^ 
lue on: Your Behaviour, and my owii' Re- 
Ifeaions,. bavi M'^ to^ -Mind irrevocable, 
trhbfc yfh6^^^ t\^^ tti fome 

jileafo*ej i^atfd^«ccu6'c£-* Pi^'h who conti- 
' ' ' ' nucs 



nues to zQ: againft his Thought^ . is, I think^ 

unpardonable. 

I am greatly at a Lofs to proceed, fince what 
can I fay to you that will not. be fhocking, 
(t ho' I fhall % nothing but Truth) unlels I 
w ere to demean myfelf, if poffible, more than 
I have done, fo much have I been loft in Love, 
(and a fond, foolifhHope of recovering what 
I ought not to have fought after) which Love 
you have torn from my Heart by the Roots, 
yes, Madam, entirely; tho* I once lov'd to 
Folly and Madnefs: My only Obligation to 
you is, you have abfolutely cur'd me, which 
not long fince, I thought could never have hgp* 
pen'd. I think a generous good-natur*d Mind 
fhoqld be flow to fufpcdk, as. Humanity wiH 
fee rca4y to forgive ; how mine have been de- 
ceived, I have be^n too furdy convinced by xin-f 
deniable Fa<SSj» and the CopfeiRohs, gain'd 
from yqurfplf. However wildly I may . often 
have appeared in general to have a^ed, yet, id 
Matters of the high^ft Confequence, , you may 
l|)ave had fome Proof: I can be ftrangely ftegdy, 
carx keep my Mind to myfelf^ w^ fijft to the 
very Bpttom of Things, am flow m my De-«^ 
termin^ation; and being fix'd,: no Power, . na 
Force, np Threat, no Bribe, no Terror, nor 
any Tepiptatipp wl^tGver can alter me,, knpw- 
ihg my Refplvea fr? grounded on Tmtb^' Ho-*, 
nour and Juflice,^ Put to my Point, 

When I majdeyou iny Wife, I kpew; I wed- 
ded a beautiful, j^nflble young Wom»n; but 
what I f^rthei; (hpught an in^ftwaUe Tr^afiyi^^. 

was^ 
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was, I imagiii'd I had found dnie of a defervIA 
good Charafter, whofe Prudence j whofe Re- 
ligion, whofc artlefs Innocence, whbfe Careful 
fdbet Education, whofe found Principles, and 
fteady Honefty were luch, as nothing could 
tempt to any Aft, or ^ven Thought, that was 
in the leaft repugnant to the ftridcft Prin- 
ciples of Truth and Virtue. I need not fay, 
I have been vilely deceived in all-, — but when 
I rcfledl how much, and how early I was de- 
ceiv*d-*-- I am aftonifti'd, and Thunder-ftruck ; 
tho* I can, I thank God, fpeak of it now 
with Temper. 

To lay ought that may appear like Praife of 
one's felf, may feem vain : But there can be 
no Reafon in the World why we fliould fear to 
fpeak a fimple Truth, when fo abfqlutely ne- 
ceflary to remember it s nay, when tlie Occa* 
fion feems, indeed, to extort it from one — -*• 
Being confcious to myfeif, that I had been too 
irref6lute in the Conduct of my Affairs as to 
Oeconomy, &c. I aded with that Nicety, that 
'Extravagance of Honour towards you. Madam, 
that by my own Defire, Marriage Articles 
were drawn to make you Miftrcis of whatever 
Fortune might accrue to you from your own 
Talents, &c. (which Income you have received 
arid had the free undifputed Difpoial of) tho' 
by the Way, you did not bring me a Shilling, 
and 'twas almoft impoffible you {hou'd ever 
get one, without my Conduft, my Care, Aflift- 
ance, Inftrudion, and Advice — what they 
bave bceo you know full well ; — what Anxiety 

I have 
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J >haw USrd, what qncommoa. Means ^q itip 
jpprt you> I hay^^ ha^rded .Frieiidfliips, ipad^ 
•mjfelf even a puhlickj^ft^ fet my own In- 
Jtereii: at nought; myiLife and Reppfatipn at 
St^ke, andjthougHt all. top little. < I am fQrry.l 
.have Qwafion to m^qtion your poorjunfortunalp 
FamjjJ^:; fbut; a§ Piftrief? is nq Cfip?* I (h^U 
jvemnqs to .remind yoq^ ftopi an ,un^onimon 
Regard to you,. I.tjapoght <?f tbfif Jnter^ft aiil 
.Support* eV'n to the .Prejju4icer of my owa, 
(and omitted ezjlar^ng my ojvn Incpmei lat 
a critical Junfturie, to promote their Sr in a ^jand-^ 
'ibme Manner) as I preferr'd' obliging %you, and 
ai\l th^t .belpng'd to .yoq, ,tp all Confiderations 
.upon the Face of the Earth. Let me acr 
.knowledge I they /have not yet appeared un- 
grateful ^ whatever you have been — nor will I 
iayth^y had anjr Obligation to me, fince yoti 
were the Source of all :-^- I acknowledge my 
Error, and bluflj at. my want of ConducSt^ ,when 
I fay fo much I , prided in you, that I thought 
no Expence too mych that fupported what 
Imuft now call, your Pride .and Vanity (I 
had almoft: fa id your Vices.) Harfli T^rms^ 
perhaps, tbp' far ihort of what y^u might 
expeft from me, and very different from any 
yetTeyer.us'd by pie towardiS you, tho' lajjpur* 
ing'under the.higheil Indignkieis, and.Injp)ries« 
hunaap'; Nature e?er / fuJ&r'd . ; V- and /thof? 

.:' , . ' brought 

^ ■:*. \Ai7tke :TitM t^Ms-iwas w«ote^ th^r txigs&tkudei ifc. haA 
)MM.a|)p|ar*d in the glaring Colours it has fince. 
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brought to the higheft Pitch, when I wis lin- 
tier the greateft Diftrefles : — Thank you^ 
Madam.— -^ Was I expenfive in my Dwelling 
in Town and Country ? Was my Equipage 
above nfie? my Tabl« too opeh to Friends? 
Were not your Friends, your Guefts, cVer the 
moft welcome ? Was I too lavifli in many Ar* 
tides ? What were my Expences, on niyfelf^ at 
Home or Abroad? moderate; lefs than* they 
had often be6n : Why did I not retrench all ? 
becaufe my Fohdneis and Pride would not let 
me, while you were my Partner, and prefided 
as Miftrefs of AH;- — my pleafurable Jaunts 
were all with you; — who ever ftlar'd any 
with me except yourfelf ? no Creature on the 
Face of the Earth i^ — I ever chofe you fhoud 
ihare my chearful Moments, and (which I 
own was a Fault) kept all painful Thoughts 
to myfelf, rather than let *em difturb you: — 
Did I ever want Good-Humour, good Man- 
ners, or Good-Nature ? Love, Fondnefs, or 
Tendernefs ? You know, I have {hewn 'em to 
Excefs ; ay, felt 'em to Excefs, — a (hameful 
one 5 — nor was my Love fo fickly to diminifti 
by Fruition, but rather— Encreafe of Appetite 
did grow by "what it fed on : Yes, Madam, 
I have, on fome Occafions, (hewn uncommon 
Inftances of a raptur'd Husband; this you 
know, your Soul knows it 5 — but I forgot, 
among other refin'd Notions, your improv'd 
Talents have gain'd, your having a Soul feems 
to be a Doubt with your philoiophical Lady- 
ftiip, V^ho have learn'd to make a Jeft of all 

E Ties 
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Ties human and divine ; — thofe LefTons, Ma*- 
dam, I never taught you : — Oh, but fay 
you, — You all this while forget your own 
Errors; — no Madam, I have often, in my 
Confeffion of 'em, rather enlarged than leffen'd 
'em ; been quick to arraign myfelf, — reflected 
ftrongly, and truly repented 5 wou*d have 
simended, wou'd you have encourag'd me -, this 
you know to be Truth, as is every Word I fay 
to you. I never thought I cou'd do enougn 
by Way of Expiation s— confcious of my Fol- 
lies, I have, in return, hufh'd my Refentments, 
ftruggl'd with my Pride and Honour, — but, 
what's the Pride of a poor Man, or the Ho- 
nour of a Husband ? Does not your witty, 
wanton' Ladyfliip fmile at 'em ? — take Care, let 
me never more fee it tho'. — Have 'I not excus'd 
the Frailties of others (convinced of my own) 
to an unpardonable Fault ? I have footh'd, 
when I (hou'd have been fevere; have figh'd, 
when I (hou'd have rag'd ; have forc'd a Smile 
tinder the greateft Ajffliftion ; have us'd En- 
treaty for Command ; have feem'd blind, with 
ttiy Eyes open; (tho' they were open'd very 
lately, God knows, and then I wifh'd I could 
not fee) I have continu'd the Lover, when I 
flioii'd have afferted the Husband ; and rather 
chofe, by Tender nefs, to touch the Heart I 
valu'd, than force myfelf, contrary to my Na- 
ture, to be a Tyrant or a Jailor ; — = I ever 
fcorn'dtopoffefs, what Generofity, and Confi- 
dence, cou'd not preferve 1— and that yo« 
xtoight not blirih too-itauch, if you wou'd have 

repented. 
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repented, I even fram'd Excuies for your Er- 
rors, and chofe to load myfelf with Blame, 
rather than not alleviate your Burden : — To 
flatter you to Truth, I have thrown Faults on 
myfelf I have not been guilty of, and allow'd 
you Merits that you never had. — When I 
went to France^ tho' 'twas .my own unhappy 
fiidden Thought, you know, you drove mc 
thither; — I fink with Shame, tho* no Eye 
beholds me, when I recoUedt, how near I 
was lofing my Senfes, nay, let me truly own 
I had loft 'em, becaufe I thought I had lofl 
you ; the Symptoms were too plain to every 
Eye, while my fond Fears for you endeavour'd 
to conceal the real Caufe. I own, I wifti'd to 
be recaird ; why ? becaufe EnglaiiH held you,— 
the only Perfon in the World that now makes 
me wilh I had a Fortune Abroad. Don't ima^ 
gine that by the Repetition of ought I may 
have done or endur'd, I expect:, or wifli, your 
Mind (hou'd return to me, and a Wife without 
it were fuch Infamy as I fcorn to dwell on.—-. 
My AfHuence you were pleas'd to fhare, the 
Narrownefs and hazardous Part of my Cir- 
cumftances you were above condefcending to 
partake ; tho' with^ your Comfort, and that 
Affiftance you ought to have. lent me: (Nay, 
and which L could command) I had no AJfairs 
but were . to be retrieved, . and the DifRcplties 
that have arofe have been more owing to my di^ 
ftradted State of Mind, &€. on your Account, 
than, any other Impediment; I thought my 
^oin^ Abroad: wou'd cither wean Jme^^ or recall 
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you i I hop'd my Return wou'd opecate on you, 
in fuch a Manner, as Humanity, and a Con-r 
icioufnefe of Error fhou'd have taught : — But, 
you force me to fay (you tear the Words front 
me) fure never was Mind fo loft, fo abandon'd ; 
Amidft all the uncommon Agonies, and Terrors^ 
I endur'd, I w:as refolv d to try you to the ut- 
ternioft, and ufe yarious and uncommon Means 
to gain, the Truth if poiJible 5-— but, by lifting 
that from you, how falfe, how prevaricating,' 
how very bafe have I proved, you, or rather 
you prov'd yourfelf ? Thpu thorough Lyar. 'Tis 
not to be dwelt on. I thought I knew the 
World pretty well, yoi^r Sex not a little ; but 
you, Madam, have rtlade all that Knowledge 
nothing.:. N(^ dp I believe any Age or Hifto- 
ry can readily fumifti one with your Parrallel- 
I thank Providence that prompted me to return 
to find the Bottom of you ; without it^ I had 
been Ipft in Pity, Compaflion, and Delufion. 
For what ?. I will not fay all I think of you. 
Your cunning Artifice, your ftrange Condud: 
in hgvmg private Meetings (long^fince, and 
all unfufpedted by me) at Chapels, Malque-: 
rades, and Places that fhock me to think of ; 
and your flow and fly Manner of drawing me 
into ah Intimacy, an Acquaintance and Friend- 
fhip s and fcheming my being under Obliga.. 
tions, have m^de me ftart, but now I could aW 
moft fmile at 'cm : And all this ere I had the 
leaft Imagination or. Suggeftion that you cither 
had fofFered, or would fufFer any one to whif. 
per a fingle Accent of Love ift ypur Ear a nay^ 
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"before I knew a certain Perfon had even (in 
publick or private) ever exchange! a Syllable 
with you. Thou ftrange, ftrange Creature ! 
never had Man greater Confidence, nor was 
ever Confidence more ungeneroufly betray'd 
than mine has been. Your prefiiming to lay 
a Plan for our living together, on fuch auda- 
cious Terms as you cou'd propofe, makes mc 
fhudder to think you coud' utter 'em; while 
I fmile at your ridiculous Folly that cou'd fup- 
pofe I would go thro' with it. I chufe to fmile. 
Madam, becaufe I fcorn to be angry with 
what is become beneath my Refentment. You 
have chofe ftrange Extreams, Madam, and^ I 
thank God, thofe Extreamshave cur'd nle. Ma- 
dam, no Confideration upon EartH {hall ever 
make me again eat a Meal with you, nor fleep 
under the fame Roof ; nor dare to think I will 
ever have the leaft Obligation or Friendihip 
from you ; your Lip or Hand I never more will 
offer to touch, and all I expe£t of you is 
good Manners and Diftance, if ever we are com- 
peird'by any Accident to meet again; the? I 
own I could wifti we were never more to fee 
each other. I fhall talk to you, Madani, by 
a third Perfon only, whom I fliall pitch upon 
with Caution : What's proper for you to wear. 
Madam, you fliall have ; hut I have no For- 
tune to compliment away, and have enough 
to do with that little, that extreme little that 
belongs to me. I once thought it an Honour 
to call you by my Name, — guefs what I think 
it PQW; JiQWeve^: flight, or lowly Vou havQ 
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taught yourfelf to think of mc, yx)uni find I 
have Refolution enough yet to ad: with ftri6t 
Jufticc and Honour, to all who ought to ex* 
peO: or demand it fronni mc. Waken'd from 
my unhappy Lethargy of Love, Recollection 
now awakens to my Memory innumerable In- 
ftanccs, long fince paft, of your mercenary 
Seif-lovfe, Deceit,* and Bafenefs of Mind to- 
wards me, that had remained unheeded, but 
for fome (hocking Provocations which recall 
the Remembrance of 'em, and juftify me io a 
ftrong Belief (rather let me fay Affurance) you 
never meant to adt juftly by me ; or ever was 
what I once fondly thought you. I now can 
fee thro' you clearly. Madam j — when I ca ft 
Eyes over your Letters, I can point out tho 
Places where a fuperior Underftanding to your 
own was the Dictator ; and what fhocks me to 
think of is, even the Feeling, the Humanity^ 
or Tendernels towards me, that may appear in 
*em, I am now convinced was Art ; thpfefeign'd 
Sentiments came not from your Heart, I am 
certain ; I rather ow'd em to another, — fliock-j 
ing, aggravating Circumftance of your Guilt 
and Folly ! You artfully kept alive my Love, 
io take Advantage of my Weaknefe; bafe 
Wretch ! Can I, on Refledion, think otherwife > 
What fignifies yopr Words, when your Ac- 
tions have fpoke you too plain to «ve ? .How 
readily you catch'd at my Words when. I pro^ 
pos'd going abroad, to remove a pain^ Object 
from your Eyes ? TheCeremony indeed appearkl 
to (hock you,; — why ?cal^ 1 my^fond Greilulit]^' 
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then mifinterpretcd all ; but now TU tell yott 
the true Reafons, Madam, and God forgive 
me if I injure you : You were hurt, not from 
what I was to fuffer, but from the Hazards 
you ran yourfelf ; your Pride began to be a- 
larm'd, kft you (hou'd iofe that Reputation 
your Virtue fliou^d have defcrv'd. *Twas un-i- 
doubtedly, no plealant Circumftancc (to think 
of me Only in the Light of a Companion^ 
that had often added to your Entertainment 
and Mirth) to fee a Man burfting with Ago- 
ny, yet, endeavouring to fupport hinifelf with 
Spirit, turning his Back on his native Country^ 
with a Thought of never beholding it more t 
Nor was it agreeable to fee my Furniture thrown 
in a Heap, defigned for Sale, which it never 
fliould have been, but that I knew not other* 
wife (till I could fix fome Scheme or Refolu- 
tion) now to lupport myfelf abroad, unlefs I 
had been as low in. my Mind as your fimplc 
Ladyftiip was pleas'd to think me, and wou'd 
have fiibmitted to have ow'd my Support whtrc 
I wou'd fooner have facrific'd my Life, How 
dar'd you, Madam, to have liich an audacious 
infulting Thought of me ? If I dwell on it I 
ihall Iofe my Temper, and talk beneath my-^ 
felf You know my little Support was from my- 
felf alone. I will liippofe, at that Juncture too^ 
your Confcienee ftir'd within you, and mov'd 
your Countenance to iiich expreiSvc Looks as 
even now I cannot bear the Thought of ; and 
I muft paufe e'er I can go on-^— Curfe on the 
Weaknefs that flops me*. J jought^ while I talk 
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to you, to diveft myfelf of all Feeling arid 
Humanity, of Memory if ppffible ; yet let mc 
^recoiled: ; you let me go, and, Madani, fpite of 
your Art, fpite of all Difguife, I cou'd find, by 
your Writing, your Mind felt a Relief the 
Moment you heard I was landed on another 
Shore. How unhappy my Life was there I 
icorn to tell you now. But how were you 
alarm'd when I thought of returning, when 
you pretended (I had like to have faid impu- 
dently) you wou'd live with me again, if I 
pleas'd ; but the Conditions were fo pretty, I 
muft laugh. Madam, left a juft Anger ftiou'd 
waken me to Terms I fcorn to ufe ; tho' all 
wou'd be far {hort of your Defervings ; you 
who cou'd pretend to be in your Senfcs, and 
dare to think fo damnably of me. I muft 
break off, for how can I go on ? Is it a Sub-- 
jed to fmile at ? Monftrous ! after all I have 
cndur'd, fhould I revive any foft Ideas in my 
Memory ? 'twere the Extreme of Folly : Shall I 
be angry ? I owe more to my own Pride than 
to think you worth it. I find fuch Variety of 
l^houghts pour in upon me, I muft determine 
to haften to a Conclufion, or this Subject will 
be endlefs ; whatever may remain to be faid, I 
fliall think of, and deliver elfewhere. 
. To the Point — Had you liften*d to me as 
ybu ought, God, who knows my Heart, well 
knows your Ufage (hould have been worthy 
a better Woman j but as you chufe the Ha- 
zard of being call'd the Miftrefs of a mar- 
ried Man, rather thaa to live the Wife of aa 
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hondft, tho' unhappy Husband j take your Choie^ 
and be certain, I (hou'd think it morie honour- 
able to be the loweft Perfon in a Jail, than 
command in a Palace, on fuch Terms as your 
infolent Folly (I can't fay lefs) hds more than 
once hinted to me — I have try'd you, Madam> 
to the uttermoft, and you muft furely be 
aftonifh'd at my Temper, as I have at your 
Behaviour: I ow'd it to niyfelf to remember 
you were a Woman^ tho' the moft infolent^ 
provoking Wife^ perhaps, that ever try'd the 
Strength of a Husband's Temper, Love, or 
Reaibn j — my Reafbn I have often been near 
being entirely depriv'd of on your Account^ 
but 'tis paft, — and my Love compleatly 
cur'd J — I was determin'd to go thro' any fiery 
Trial to accomplifti it, or to tear out the Heart 
that cou'd continue in the Weaknefs : — And 
fo Jio more on't. 

Articles of Separation (hall be drawn ; con- 
fult whom you pleafe on your Part — Were I 
a Man of Fortune, they (hou'd be more than 
Articles, — let the Expence be what it 
wou'd ; — not that I wantj or wifti to throw 
any Odium, or malicious Infult on you, or 
any one ; I am above it :— -r I have Spirit enough 
to fmile under Misfortunes, and fcorn the In- 
juries I have not deferv'd — thofe Articles I 
mention. Madam, ought to leave each as free 
AS we were once faft, if poffible,— nor is it 
xeaiboable I fhou'd be liable to a Jail for the 
Jndif9i:btioBS of others, whom I am compell'd 
tQ iay^ m^ not a little have contributed to.- 
. I F ' wards 
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\vards the Hazard of my being in one.-'-- 'I cferi 
make it appear you have fpent me infinitely 
taiore than your own Income ever amounted 
to. 

While I have been endeavouring to leflen 
my Expences, your Lady ihip's have encreas'd.— 
Your Wardrobe, &c. fince you were my Wife, 
was much properer for one of a fuperior Rank 
and Fortune; — yet, let tnehint to you, I bought 
your Wedding-Suit, Madam. — To enumerate 
all Articles, were as endlefs, as to endeavour to 
relate All your monftrous Behaviour. 

In Anlwei* to a damn'd Lye, you (I am in- 
formed) have taught your horrid iTorigue, (for 
which G^d lave thee) receive the following 
Queftions : . 

Cou'd I teach you, pretty Mifs, to love a 
Man I did not know ? and whom you brought 
me acquainted with ? Impudent Stupidity ! 

Cou'd I give you wrong Inclinations? or 
^as I to be delighted with Diftraftion ? mad 
Womah!-^- dear precious Madam, fay that or 
i'ny other ' damn'd, foolifh, vile thing, rather 
than fuppo(e I ever lov'd you — for I <ktefl: the 
Remembrance. 

My few remaining Goods, &c. I muft part 
with, for I am aftiam'd to fay it to you, but I 
fLvn in Danger of being troubled by ifome few 
Creditors whofe Folly has refus'd my honeft 
Propofals ; art A my whole Salary, you fcnow^ 
muft -go tp -thofe Good-natur'd Creditors who 
-have cotaply'd j tho' they are all your's. Map- 
^dam^ ii« much* as mine at ^^ft.!;;;:;* I ^^^*t 
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throw away any thing where I am fure there^s 
X* Obligation, — nor muft my Children ftarve 
while ypu riot : — • And give me Leave to tell 
you, Madam, my Heart can never be eafy, or 
my Spirit at Reft, while I am confcious I am 
under an Obligation that I have not at leaft 
a Profpedt of returning : — My Mind was ever 

^ above it; for you know. Madam, ev'n any 

Bill that was delay 'd being paid by my cafu^l 
Extravagance, I have only look'd on the Sum 
total, and paid to the laft Farthing, rather 
than not makie up for the Time they waited :— - 
Nay, I have paid you whatever I borrow'd of 
you by Accident fince my Return, as pupftual 
as if you were a Stranger: — But I ramble 
from my Purpofe. — You m^y. Madam, if 
you pleafe, have (I underftand) full the famifi 

"^ Terms you had the laft Year at the Theatre, 
which will aipouiit to at leaft 400 /. for the 
Seafon : — I only inform yoi^ of it — I under- 
take to give you no Advice or Seqtiments ojf 
mine thereon, — bjut to tell you, whatever you 
can gain any wliere, is entirely your own, for Jl 
wou d fooner fwallpw poifon than touch a Shil- 
ling of it ;— - and I defire it may, without lols, 

I pf/Time, be out of m^ Power to exped: it:— - 

* You muft imagine. Madam, I cou'd iay an 
infinite deal morepa;i Uiis Subject, — byt Til not 
^ive myfelf the Pain ;— pnly this, and I have 
done : — Remember, my Hup^anity wou'd 
jhave fav'd you, even \yhe^ I had concjuex'd 
my Love. — And now, — may you he a3 true 
to another, as you have been falfe to me;— - 
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and may you find that Pardon of God that 
you have fromriie! But may you deferve it 
more, or dare not to hope for it : — For, in a 
few Words, towards me, you have been — vain, 
proud, ill-temper'd, and extravagant ; — fhock- 
ing to my Humanity, — deftrudive of my 
Peace of Mind, — ungrateful to my Friend- 
fliip, which ferv'd you and your's in the great- 
eft Need ; (ought I to forgive that ?) — have , 
fcandaloufly betray 'd my Confidence; — have 
reproached me with my former Extravagance, 
when my Fortune was at the loweft Ebb, — 
tho' at the fame Time you drew me into addi- 
tional Expences j — been fliamefijlly falfe, and 
. perfidious to my Love ; — have impos'd on my 
Good-nature i — unjuft to every Truft I re- 
jpos*d in you ; — - infulted my breaking Heart y — 
trampled on my Pride and Honour ;-n- been 
fham'efuUy negledlful of your Duty in every 
Article t --- And when you refledl on your whele 
tinparallel'd Behaviour fince my Return, you 
tnay wonder that you live: — But you cannot 
be lurpriz'd, that, here I vow to God, never 
will I more hold Converfe or Commerce with 
you on any Account whatever. 

Fearing your .Welfare in my Abfence, I 
wrote Letters in your Praife, to recomiftciwl * 
you to the Care of my Father, and others, 
when I fliou*d have been juftifiable had I abaq* 
don'd you to Ruin*— Yet, at the fame Time 
you traduced me to my Father, thcta honeft 
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One Word more. — As you have endeavour'd, 
^hen I was under the greateft Misfortunes, to 
blacken me to my neareft and deareft Friends 
and Relations, (for io I find) pray keep your 
modeft Face out of my Sight : — Tho' you have 
boafted of the Power you maintained oeV all that 
ever lov*d ygu, yet Til give you one friendly 
Piece of Advice : — Should you ever meet with 
any Man of no ordinary Senfe, Pride, and 
Spirit, take Care to behave a little better than 
you have to me. 

The Perfon who writes the Copy of my 
Letter is bound, by foleixin Oath, to Secrefy 
and Silence.—- That you might be fure 'twas 
a true Copy, I have number'd ev'ry Page, and 
fign'd it myfelf J — and be afliir'd I am my 
own Di<3:ator, Madam. — I never have de- 
ceiv'd you, but when the Madnefs of my 
l^affion deceived my unhappy Self, -r^ You 
know it — too well vou know it. — I wrote 
to another Perfon with my own Hand — be-r 
caufe I remember'd he was a Gentleman — 
'twas fcarce worth my while to you, who 
are-r^ Nothing. 

On this Subje(^ I (hall never v\frite Word 
more, or open my.^I^ipsj I wifli I cou'd Ipfe 
the Thought.— % 

After all I know of yo*,-— be any thing 
but my Wife., an4 he luxurioufly happy if 
you can. — Hell feize me, if I wifli to in- 
terrupt you ! — And fo thou weakeft, and 
moft vrorthlefs of thy Sex, farewel for ever. 

r 
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/'Teadi youifelf no niorp to W ;c{iird my 
^Wife^' foe never^ ntjver will I meip, if loffiblo^ 
tfck hxyfelf ' y6ur; Huaband^-irt I \v^l have 
lim 'An:£wer to tliis j— r there can bf^^ none fit 
for ycfflt to givgjr! or me to\ receive ^--p- and I 
twl&k^ yda inay never remember th6r« • is loch 
iC'Pcrfiin: in the World, as the yAjuftly treated^ 
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N. 'B.^l'hefe Letters had been offer d U the 
J^ubUck much Jooner^ had ifot fome BoQJ^ellers^ 
and Print ers[ been - intimtdffed from publijhing 
^eiTf ; one in ^p^ticular ^^hy fome Means y was 
alarm d eve?:' 1 6 ifHf^ breaking oj the PrefSy 'when 
the ^u^hle^'icas cornpbatty compos d and resdy io 
^be ^Ji'GrJzd off} - / ' ; * " "^ ^ ' - 
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